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Learning woodworking with Home Depot 
Home Depot in Patchogue sent two employees to the Premm Learning Center to 
work on woodworking projects with youngsters in the Eastern Suffolk BOCES facility. 
Santina Morales, a Kids Workshop captain, and Gennaro Aliperti, a paint associate, 
brought the tools necessary to build covered organizer boxes and small toolboxes, 
along with pint-sized orange Home Depot aprons for the children to wear. Utilizing 
a minimum number of tools, children in Helene Davis’ and Faith Altemose’s classes 
learned rudimentary woodworking skills to build an easy toolbox. The PLC staff 
planned to take the students to the Home Depot store, but when the gas shortage 
occurred in the days following superstorm 
Sandy, field trips were cancelled. When 
Ms. Davis called the store, she learned 
that Home Depot would come to them. She 
distributed Kids Workshop certificates of 
achievement and pins. 
Above: PLC Principal Carolynn Hansen helps 
Patrick M. of the Patchogue-Medford School 
District with a hammer. Working with them 
are Ms. Morales and individual aide Karen 
Brown (center). 
Right: Home Depot’s Gennaro Aliperti and 
Santina Morales receive plaques of 
appreciation 
from Premm Learning Center Principal 
Carolynn Hansen (in back). 
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Respected Author/Lecturer is Guest Speaker at SLS 
 
The large meeting room at the Suffolk Cooperative Library System) in Bellport was full with 

school librarians from across the county who had questions about teaching the new 

standards.  Guest speaker and author Dr. Marc Aronson, hosted by the Eastern Suffolk 

BOCES School Library System (SLS), was there to discuss the implementation of the new 

Common Core State Standards.  “The evolution of K-12 education is upon us,” he said, “and 

school librarians are the foundation in creating a common core community.” 

The new education standards in English/language arts and mathematics, adopted by 45 

states including New York, will prepare students for life after 12th grade. These standards 

have taken Dr. Aronson down a path of guiding librarians to be, he said, “…in this new world 

that promotes culling and curating from every source to give young people opportunities to 

be in the debate as new ideas come forward.  How we change education, librarianship, print 

and digital books, apps, is important.  We need to immerse young people not in receiving 

knowledge, but in the pursuit of knowledge,” he explained. “Thinking is endorphins for the 

brain.”  He titled his presentation “Common Core, Uncommon Challenge.” 

 

Dr. Aronson speaks with several school librarians as 
Gail Barraco (standing), the Eastern Suffolk BOCES 
SLS administrative coordinator, listens. 

 

Following a lunch break, Dr. Aronson spoke about 

the nonfiction book he co-authored with Lee R. 

Berger, “The Skull in the Rock,” the true story of how 

a boy, a dog, a scientist, and Google Earth found a fossil that may be the nearly 2 million 

year old answer to the mystery of human evolution. One reviewer wrote “The book provides 

a picture of science being practiced in all its current high-tech glory.” 

Before departing, Dr. Aronson signed copies of his book. West Islip UFSD Librarian Kathy 

Chinkel commented, “This was wonderful. He is one of the best speakers I have ever heard.” 
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Exploring science 
ISLIP TOWN — The 10th annual Science Fair at the Masera Learning Center 
(MLC) displayed what students there learned about the magic of the subject through 
experiments and activities. The Eastern Suffolk BOCES facility in West Islip always 
draws a large turnout by families who watch as the children are presented with 
participation certificates. 
 
Seen here are Jacob S. (left) of the Bayport-Blue Point School District, with 
grandfather John Gibbons, little brother Greg S., and his dad, Michael (right), 
along with his project and certificate. 
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Noted Lecturer  
 
The large meeting room at the Suffolk  Cooperative Library System (SLS) was 
full with school librarians from across the county who had questions about 
teaching the new standards.  Guest speaker Dr. Marc Aronson, hosted by the 
Suffolk Library System (SLS),  was there to discuss the implementation of the 
new Common Core State Standards.  “The evolution of K-12 education is upon 
us,” he said, “and school librarians are the foundation in creating a common core 
community.” 
 
The new education standards in English/language arts and mathematics, 
adopted by 45 states including New York, will prepare students for life after 12th 
grade. These standards have taken Dr. Aronson down a path of guiding 
librarians to be, he said, “…in this new world that promotes culling and curating 
from every source to give young people opportunities to be in the debate as new 
ideas come forward.  How we change education, librarianship, print and digital 
books, apps, is important.  We need to immerse young people not in receiving 
knowledge, but in the pursuit of knowledge,” he explained. “Thinking is 
endorphins for the brain.”   
 
His presentation is titled Common Core, Uncommon Challenge. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Aronson speaks with several school librarians as Gail Barraco (standing), the 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES SLS administrative coordinator, listens. 
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Afternoon of Beauty 

 
 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES cosmetology teachers hosted an Afternoon 
of Beauty in three schools, Milliken Technical Center (MTC) in Oakdale, 
Brookhaven Technical Center (BTC) in Bellport, and H. B. Ward Career & 
Technical Center (WCTC) in Riverhead.   

Community members and ESBOCES staff booked appointments 
during the 3-7 p.m. annual event, asking for salon services that included 
haircuts, thermal styling, manicures, and paraffin treatments.  Admission 
was a donation of $5 and non-perishable food items benefitting St. John 
Nepomucene Church and the local Council of Churches. 

MTC cosmetology teacher Deborah Esposito explained the special 
event “provides a good experience for students on how to book 
appointments, set up, and learn customer service.” She added, “Additional, 
this allows us to give back to the community.” 

West Islip UFSD junior Danielle Maria Avarello, who was booked for 
three hours with manicures, haircuts, and paraffin treatments, said her 
father, the late John Thomas Avarello, taught her to “give back. My family 
always helps the community by donating clothing and food.”  

At WCTC, cosmetology teacher Vinnie Catenacci reported that her 
students worked hard servicing 25 clients, raising $390, and collecting 16 
large bags of food.   
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Flapjack Fundraiser 
 

 
 

Pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs, and OJ for breakfast is a great way to start 
the day. “Enjoying a short stack for a tall cause” and having it served up by students and 
staff from Eastern Suffolk BOCES to raise funds for SkillsUSA is priceless. 

Applebee’s offers non-profit organizations a fun and effective way to raise funds 
by hosting a pancake breakfast at many of their locations. ESBOCES hosted a Flapjack 
Fundraiser at the Applebee’s in Patchogue on Sunday, January 6. They raised $1,500. 
These funds will help support the SkillsUSA students competing in the State SkillsUSA 
Competition in Syracuse, NY in April, 2013. 

Students and staff volunteered to greet, seat, serve, and clean up. ESBOCES 
School Nurse Sue O’Neill was instrumental in coordinating the fundraiser. She said, 
“The students engage in a variety of fundraisers throughout the school year but when we 
heard about the Flapjack Fundraiser we thought it was a great idea and different. We 
knew it was going to be great when friends, family members, and ESBOCES staff 
members arrived at 8:00 a.m. and many were still coming in the door at 9:50 a.m.” 
While people were waiting for breakfast, students from the ESBOCES Automotive 
Technology programs were in the parking lot offering free service for patron’s cars. They 
checked car fluids, air pressure, and made sure that car inspections were current.  

Students from ESBOCES Personal Training, Clinical Medical Assisting, 
Cosmetology, and the Barbering programs volunteered to come down to Applebee’s to 
share information about their experiences at ESBOCES. Alexis Felicio, Sachem CSD 
said, “I love the Clinical Medical Assisting program. My teacher Maryann DeMillio is 
great. I’m getting trained in a real work environment and the skill and knowledge will help 
me in college.” 

ESBOCES employees Denise Adamo and Grace Ramirez-Wright from the 
Administration Center attended because they wanted to support the students. Grace 
said, “Breakfast is my favorite meal and the students are what we are all about.”  
Applebee’s Manager Al Bongiorno said, “We are always striving to build community 
relationships. It’s a pleasure to be a part of a worthwhile cause and help these students 
attain their goals and have the opportunity to compete up in Syracuse.” 
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Libraries Matter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High school students enrolled in the Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
program at the Islip Career Center (ICC) recently toured the Connetquot Public 
Library in Bohemia with Children’s Librarian Kristin Davis to enhance their 
knowledge of the abundant resources available to them as future caregivers and 
teachers. 

Knowing the difference between age-appropriate books, like picture books 
and chapter books, is important.  Ms. Wagner said, “Suppose they get a position 
as a teacher assistant and are asked to create a craft or read a story to 
preschoolers. They need to know where to find that in a library.”  Additionally, the 
library is a great place to gain access to the Internet and learn how to use 
technology.  

The programs and services that libraries offer for children, teens, adults, 
and seniors appear in their newsletters. The Connetquot Public Library can be 
accessed via their website http://www.connetquotlibrary.org/  The tour of the 
library was an invaluable experience for the students especially when they were 
advised that they can enhance their resume, gain experience, and community 
service credits by volunteering at some libraries. 
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 Lovely topiaries 
SUFFOLK COUNTY—A table of ivy topiaries shaped into animals by Mark Havens’ 
horticulture students were on display for visitors recently at the Islip Career Center 
in Oakdale. A heart-shaped topiary was sold to a visitor who said she absolutely had 
to have it for February — the Valentine month. 
Student Chelsea D. of the West Islip UFSD is seen here with the angel topiary she created, 
complete with a wire halo. 

~Nancy Lenz 
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Experiencing Inauguration  
 
On Election Day 2012, students in each class at the Jefferson Academic Center 
(JAC) voted for class representatives for the Student Staff Organization (SSO). 
The school waited until January 21, 2013 to swear in the new representatives in 
front of members in each grade level to tie in with President Barack Obama’s 
inauguration. 
 
The Eastern Suffolk BOCES students know that being a representative makes 
them leaders in their school community and role models for classmates.  
Principal Matt Matera and SSO head organizer Denise Delise, a social worker, 
explained to them that they are the voices of the student body. 

 
 
Timothy P. of the Middle Country CSD, one of 
the newly-elected reps, is flanked by Assistant 
Principal Holly Rauber (left) and teacher Camille 
Pipitone on Inauguration Day.  
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Animal Science  
 
With dogs cute as a button, and a few larger than life, the Canine Careers class 
invited Paul Webber’s special education students to visit.  There were happy 
faces with a lot of petting and massaging going on, as Brookhaven Technical 
Center (BTC) teacher Lisa Konnerth’s students demonstrated what they learned 
to the visiting Brookhaven Learning Center (BLC) class. 

 
The dogs belong to staff members and all seemed eager to become the center of 
attention.  Channel 12’s Ken Grimball came to film the interactive exercise, 
designed to build the confidence and self-esteem of the special education 
students by engaging them with their peers and the animals. 

 
Stephanie R. of the Sachem CSD (left) and Rebecca M. of 
the Sayville UFSD hug Guinness. 

 

















           
 

Eastern Suffolk BOCES Board and Administration 
 

President 
Lisa Israel 

 

Vice President 
Sandra Townsend 

 
Member and Clerk 

Fred Langstaff 
 

Members 
Pamela Betheil 

Walter Wm. Denzler, Jr. 
Stephen Dewey, Ph.D. 

Chris Garvey  
Katherine J. Heinlein 

William Hsiang 

Susan Lipman 
Joseph LoSchiavo 
Anne Mackesey 
William K. Miller 

Jeffrey Smith 
John Wyche

 
 District Superintendent Chief Operating Officer 
 Dean T. Lucera  Gary D. Bixhorn 

 
Deputy Superintendent 

Julie Davis Lutz, Ph.D. – Educational Services 
 

Associate Superintendent 
Barbara M. Salatto – Management Services 

 
Assistant Superintendent 

R. Terri McSweeney, Ed.D. – Human Resources 
 

Directors/Managers 
Marilyn H. Adsitt – Education and Information Support Services 

Keith Anderson – Building Services 
Leah Arnold – Career, Technical and Adult Education 

Robert Becker – Special Education 
Maureen Kaelin – Business Services 

Colleen Lipponer – Administrative Services 
Grant Nelsen – Technology Integration 

Jeanne K. Weber – Regional Information Center 
Candace White-Ciraco, Ed.D. – Planning and Program Improvement 

 
www.esboces.org 

 
Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of gender, race, color, religion or creed, 
age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other 
classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Inquiries regarding the implementation of applicable laws should be directed to either of the Eastern Suffolk BOCES Civil Rights 
Compliance Officers:  the Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3029, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org; or the 
Deputy Superintendent for Educational Services, 201 Sunrise Highway, Patchogue, NY 11772, 631-687-3056, ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. 

 
 
 
 


